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Cecilia“Ceci” Gee

Adrian Guzman

wo Lamorinda Soccer Club

(LMSC) players were invited
to train with the youth U.S. National
Teams in December. Forwards Ce-
cilia “Ceci” Gee, 17, and Adrian Guz-
man, 13, were called into training
programs for the U18 and U14 teams,
respectively, a “huge honor” accord-
ing to LMSC head coach and director
Mohamed Mohamed.

“You could see from the early
years how those two have put so
much dedication into the game,” Mo-
hamed said. “Their work ethic is un-
believable — it’s not easy for the
young players to give up a lot of their
social life.”

Gee, a tall, humble senior at Mi-
ramonte, chose early on to forgo the
traditional aquatic sports that domi-
nate the region. “When [ started play-
ing competitive for [LMSC] I realized
how much I love playing soccer,” she
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said. “I’ve dedicated a lot of time to
the sport — just staying that extra hour
after practice and working hard.”

Gee’s mother, Carmen Ancinas-
Gee, says that while they’re a “tennis
family,” they’ve supported Ceci’s
growth as she makes waves in the
elite soccer culture. “Ceci is unique
because she dedicated a lot of time to
this without anyone telling her,” she
said. “It was the perfect sport for her.”

“Her feeling for the team and ap-
preciation for the game is outstand-
ing,” Mohamed said.

Gee was invited to train with the
U.S. Women’s National Team train-
ing camp last month in Chula Vista,
California — the sole Lamorinda-area
player. The camps are monthly, and
attempt to cut quickly through the
large recruiting pool for the coveted
few spots on the national teams. “I
thought the soccer was amazing, in-
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tensity wise,” Gee said. “It was a re-
ally fun experience, especially being
exposed to the different coaching
styles.”

Guzman was brought on for an
Olympic Development Program
(ODP) — a feeder program for U.S.
National Team programs — in Casa
Grande, Arizona last month. The tal-
ented player musters a daily commute
up to LMSC’s training sessions in
Moraga from his family home in
Richmond.

“Soccer was his number one sport
from day one,” Mohamed said of
Guzman. “His attitude and respect for
the game is very unique.”

Despite not growing up in the
Lamorinda area, Guzman has thrived
in the competitive soccer culture at
LMSC, easily rising to the top of his
peers. At just 13, he manages to cap-
ture the attention of any audience
when he strides onto the soccer pitch.
“He was just able to gel instantly with
the team,” Mohamed said.

Most impressive is that both Gee
and Guzman were able to make the
highly competitive national training
camps without being connected to the
traditional recruiting outlets. Due to
their small size, LMSC does not usu-
ally send players to ODPs, and the
club also doesn’t participate in major
national leagues such as the girl’s
Elite Clubs National League (ECNL).

“Every single girl at the training
camp was on (ECNL) except for me,”
Gee said proudly. “It was really excit-
ing.”

According to Mohamed, the key
to Guzman'’s and Gee’s success lies in
the “possession-style” soccer cham-
pioned by both the national teams.
The play relies less on physical
strength and more on tactical, intelli-
gent play, according to Gee.

“You don’t rely on a few players,
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“I’ve watched a bunch of their
games and the players on the teams,
so I’'m super excited,” she said,
adding that they also play the “pos-
session-style” game that she is accus-
tomed to at LMSC.

For now, both Guzman and Gee
will continue to train and await the
phone call that signals their return to
the national training pitch. “They’re
the kind of players that any coach
would love to have on their teams,”
Mohamed said.

or opportunistic opportunities where
you rely on your opponent to make
mistakes,” Mohamed said. “Instead,
all of our players are engaged. It’s the
style of play that the college recruiters
recognize about our teams.”

While the younger Guzman is

attention, Gee has already verbally
committed to Stanford in 2017. The
prestigious university boasts several
players on the U.S. National Teams —
a learning opportunity like no other
for Gee.
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Wando’s Magic

Submitted by Greg Davis

WieERr

1 EImifireee .\
-I g f

e

[ - B

U

il i ae fi'\
b

Men’s National Team player, San Jose
Earthquakes star, and Danville-native Chris
Wondolowksi was the honored guest and keynote
speaker at the Cal Magic season-end celebration of

Toumag,

California Magic Soccer Club U11 Boys players pose with USMNT star Chris Wandolowski on the green-turf carpet.
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club and community. Wondolowski inspired the Cal
Magic players with his message of perseverance, pa-
tience, and self-belief on the road to achieving goals
in sports and life.
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- Getting Past a Stigma of Psychosis

- Musings from a Lamorin-Dad Time is Fleeting

- 54 Kids and Counting Two amazing Moraga angels fostering
babies

- A New Era for the Rheem Shopping Center?

- Lamorinda Weekly Publishers Named Lafayette's Business
Persons of the Year

- Tweaking Signal Timing on Pleasant Hill Road Will adjusting
traffic lights reduce delays?

- Local Powerhouses Dominate DFAL Girls' Basketball
Landscape

- Pink Flamingos Not Included Pre-fabricated homes again all
the rage

- Orinda Wine Bar Opens for Business

- One-Year Reprieve for Rheem Theatre
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www.lamorindaweekly.com and click the link below the story.
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